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sense of pride and gratitude that people like
the men and women of the 1st Armored Di-
vision are out there serving our country.

Mr. Garvey. Changing gears just a little
bit, has having a U.S. forward-deployed force
in Europe been an advantage for the plan-
ning and potential and ultimate execution of
this Bosnia mission?

The President. Absolutely. It’s been a
huge advantage. For one thing, we are here,
obviously part of the unified NATO Com-
mand, but we can do our planning not just
through General Joulwan and the NATO
Command Headquarters but right down
through the Americans that are expected to
do it and have it here in close proximity. It’s
made a big difference, and the training has
made a huge difference.

We’ve been able, as you know, to recreate
the conditions that our people will face in
Bosnia here in Germany. We’re fairly close
by; we can get the same sort of topography,
the same kind of weather conditions, and I
think that that has made a huge difference.

I’m not sure we have ever sent a group
of our men and women in uniform into a
situation where they were better prepared
in advance in almost on-site training. Neither
of those things would have been nearly as
good had we not had a forward deployment
in Germany.

Mr. Garvey. I know you’re a busy man.
I have nothing else to ask you, Mr. President,
unless you have something yourself you
would like to add.

The President. Well, the only other thing
I would like to add is that I think it’s impor-
tant for the American people to understand
that with our volunteer Army now, it’s more
and more of a family place. It’s more and
more a place full of exceptional people with
good values and deep ties, either to their
spouses and children who are with them
while they’re in the service or to their parents
back home.

And so when we make a decision, when
I make a decision, like the decision to deploy
our troops to carry out the peace mission in
Bosnia, it’s a family decision, it affects fami-
lies, and I am very mindful of that. And one
of the things that I really appreciate is the
extent to which caring for the families, think-

ing about their needs, making sure that
they’re treated in the proper way is a big part
of the mission now. And I think that’s some-
thing that we have gotten better at and some-
thing I hope we will continue to get better
at, because if we’re going to have a volunteer
Army, we want the very best people in it and
we want people to be able to succeed in uni-
form but also in their family roles. And that
is very, very important to me—especially at
Christmastime I guess I’m thinking a lot
about it, but all year long we have to be bet-
ter and better and better at that, because this
is a family commitment as well as an Amer-
ican commitment.

Mr. Garvey. Thank you. I appreciate your
time.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 4:40 p.m. at the
Rheinlander Club.

Statement on the Death of General
Maxwell R. Thurman

December 2, 1995

We mourn the passing yesterday of Gen.
Maxwell R. Thurman, USA, Ret., whose
dedicated and exceptional service is cher-
ished by everyone who knew of his extraor-
dinary courage, enduring vision, and selfless
service. During a distinguished career which
culminated in his service as commander in
chief of the U.S. Southern Command, Gen-
eral Thurman achieved prominence as a dis-
ciplined thinker, organizer, and leader. His
foresight and leadership in a succession of
key recruiting, personnel, military doctrinal
development, and training assignments dur-
ing the 1970’s and eighties helped shape the
post-Vietnam Army and transform it into the
high-quality, ready-to-fight force of today.

To General Thurman’s family and friends
and to the Army community, I extend my
heartfelt condolences. We will remember
him as one of America’s finest soldiers and
most capable military leaders.
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The President’s News Conference
With European Union Leaders in
Madrid, Spain

December 3, 1995

Prime Minister Gonzalez. Thank you
very much. It is our pleasure to welcome to
Madrid President Clinton, as well as the
President of the Commission. And as you
have seen, we have just finished signing the
new transatlantic agenda, along with an ac-
tion plan. Thanks to this document and this
summit between the European Union and
the United States, we hope to be taking a
new step forward, a quantitative leap for-
ward, and to undertake new common action.
This is enshrined in the documents we have
just signed.

For the Spanish Presidency, I would like
to state that this was one of our priorities.
We had a meeting in Cannes in June, and
we decided to prepare an agenda for the next
years until the end of the century. Since then
we have been working very hard, and the
United States high-level group, as well as the
Commission and Spain have worked very ef-
ficiently. And as you will see clearly from
these documents, we have a clear-cut voca-
tion to work together from the political point
of view in promoting democracy and human
rights, as well as from a commercial point
of view, an economic point of view, and
strengthening the bonds on both sides of the
Atlantic, as well as our struggle against ter-
rorism and drug trafficking and organized vi-
olence.

We have common goals, and this morning
we also spoke about converging actions such
as the peace plan that was signed in Dayton
with regard to Bosnia. I would like to point
out that, keeping in mind our responsibility
as the President of the European Union and
the presence of Spanish troops and Spanish
nongovernmental organizations in Bosnia,
but I would like to point out how significant
it is that the United States, that President
Clinton has decided to send a large contin-
gent of troops. And I think that this is of
utmost importance for international solidar-
ity. And this peace plan that will be signed
on the 14th of December will become a last-
ing peace that will outlive the fight between

the two communities of Bosnia and the
former Yugoslavia.

So I would like to publicly thank President
Clinton, his effort and the appeal he has
launched to the American people to partici-
pate wholeheartedly in the peace plan. And
I would also like to say that this new trans-
atlantic plan is open to other countries on
both sides of the Atlantic, such as Canada,
Norway, and Iceland. And I would like to
make this as broad an agenda as possible.

And now I would like to give the floor to
Mr. Santer. And Mr. Clinton will be having
the closing remarks.

Mr. Santer.
President Santer. Presidents, ladies and

gentlemen, I would just like to add some
comments on what President Gonzalez has
said. In my inaugural speech to the European
Parliament on January 17th this year, I em-
phasized the importance of transatlantic
links. I stressed that the EU’s commitment
should be reaffirmed, and I concluded that
I was personally in favor of a transatlantic
treaty. So today, I believe, is an historic mo-
ment for transatlantic relations, and that I
think for three reasons.

Firstly, because it shows that Europe and
America now have the means and the will
to provide the joint leadership that the world
so urgently needs. We will not lead by threat-
ening or excluding our partners, we will lead
by example. And take Bosnia. You, President
Clinton, have shown such an example in Day-
ton, Ohio. Europeans and Americans are tak-
ing the courageous decision to send troops
to enforce a peace in Bosnia. This shows that
Europe and America can act together to pro-
mote peace, stability, democracy, and free-
dom. Moreover, we have already committed
$2 billion to help the victims, and we are
ready to give more in order to rebuild that
shattered country. I am confident that our
partners will help us share the burden.

Secondly, this is an historic moment for
the people of Europe and America. This is
not just an agenda for politicians and civil
servants. We are determined to fight side by
side in order to tackle those issues that most
affect the lives of ordinary people. And to-
gether, we will see that the drug traffickers
and criminals have nowhere to hide within
our borders. Together, we will fight poverty
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